
Sec. 15-15. Public solicitation and begging regulated. 

(a) Definitions. The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this section, shall have 
the meanings ascribed to them in this subsection, except where the context clearly indicates a 
different meaning:  

Accosting means approaching or speaking to someone in such a manner as would cause a 
reasonable person to fear imminent bodily harm or the commission of a criminal act upon his 
or her person, or upon property in his or her immediate possession.  

After dark means from one half hour after sunset until one half hour before sunrise. The 
times of sunset and sunrise will be established by the times listed in The Charlotte Observer 
or another publication of similar distribution.  

Beg, solicit or panhandle includes, without limitation, use of the spoken, written, or printed 
word, or other acts as are conducted in the furtherance of the purpose of immediately 
collecting contributions for the use of oneself or others. As used in this ordinance, the word 
"solicit," and its forms, includes begging and panhandling.  

Financial institution means a bank, trust company, savings and loan association, credit union, 
check-cashing business or other entity principally engaged in the business of lending money 
or receiving or soliciting money on deposit.  

Forcing oneself upon the company of another means:  

(1) Continuing to solicit in close proximity to the person addressed after the person to 
whom the solicitation is directed has made a negative response, either verbally, by 
physical sign, by attempting to leave the presence of the person soliciting, or by other 
negative indication;  

(2) Blocking the passage of the person solicited; or 

(3) Otherwise engaging in conduct that could reasonably be construed as intending to 
compel or force a person to accede to a solicitation.  

(b) Prohibited acts. It shall be unlawful for any person to beg, solicit or panhandle on a public 
sidewalk, public right of way or within a public park owned by the city:  

(1) By accosting another, or by forcing oneself upon the company of another; 

(2) Within 20 feet of the entrance to any financial institution or any automated teller 
machine, regardless of whether or not such automated teller machine is located at or near 
a financial institution;  

(3) Within 20 feet of any outdoor dining area or outdoor merchandise area, provided such 
areas are in active use at the time;  



(4) Within 20 feet of any transit stop or taxi stand; 

(5) While the person being solicited is standing in line waiting to be admitted to a 
commercial establishment;  

(6) By touching the person being solicited without that person's consent; or 

(7) After dark by means of verbal communication. 

(c) Public transportation vehicle. It shall be unlawful for any person to beg, solicit or panhandle 
on a public transportation vehicle.  

(d) Penalty. Any person who violates any of the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor as provided in G.S. 14-4 and, upon conviction, shall be subject to a maximum fine 
of $500.00, or imprisonment, or both.  

(Ord. No. 2457, § 1, 11-24-2003)  

Editor's note—  

Ord. No. 2457, § 1, adopted November 24, 2003, amended § 15-15 in its entirety to read as 
herein set out. Formerly, § 15-15 pertained to begging or soliciting alms by accosting or forcing 
oneself upon company of another, and derived from the Code of 1985, § 15-24  

State law reference— Authority to regulate begging, G.S. 160A-179. 
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